
Affected Environment          3.14-13

Applicable Policies:

LU 13.1 Preserve and protect outstanding scenic vistas and visual features for the
enjoyment of the traveling public (AI 32, 79).

LU 13.2 Incorporate riding, hiking, and bicycle trails and other compatible public
recreational facilities within scenic corridors (AI 33, 41).

LU 13.3 Ensure that the design and appearance of new landscaping, structures,
equipment, signs, or grading within Designated and Eligible State and
County scenic highway corridors are compatible with the surrounding
scenic setting or environment (AI 3, 32, 39).

LU 13.4 Maintain at least a 50 ft setback from the edge of the right-of-way for new
development adjacent to Designated and Eligible State and County Scenic
Highways (AI 3).

LU 13.5 Require new or relocated electric or communication distribution lines,
which would be visible from official State and County Scenic Highways,
to be placed underground (AI 3, 32).

LU 13.6 Prohibit offsite outdoor advertising displays that are visible from a scenic
highway (AI 6).

LU 13.7 Require that the size, height, and type of on-premise signs visible from
scenic highways be the minimum necessary for identification. The design,
materials, color, and location of the signs shall blend with the environment,
utilizing natural materials where possible (AI 3).

LU 13.8 Avoid the blocking of public views by solid walls (AI 3).

3.14.2.2  Multipurpose Open Space Element

Scenic Resources.  Scenic resources are an important quality of life component for
residents of the County.  In general, scenic resources include areas that are visible to the
general public and considered visually attractive.  In addition to scenic corridors,
described below, scenic resources include natural landmarks and prominent or unusual
features of the landscape.  Scenic backdrops include hillsides and ridges that rise above
urban or rural areas or highways.  Scenic vistas are points, accessible to the general
public, that provide a view of the countryside.  Following are policies to protect these
resources and ensure that future development enhances them.

Applicable Policies:

OS 21.2 Identify and conserve the skylines, view corridors, and outstanding scenic
vistas within Riverside County (AI 79).

Scenic Corridors.  Many roadway corridors in Riverside County traverse its scenic
resources.  Enhancing aesthetic experiences for residents and visitors to the County
promotes tourism, which is important to the County’s overall economic future.
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Enhancement and preservation of the County’s scenic resources will require careful
application of scenic highway standards along Official Scenic Routes. 

Policies that seek to protect and maintain resources in corridors along scenic highways
are incorporated into this section.  State and County eligible and designated scenic
highways are included and mapped in the Circulation Element of the General Plan, as
well as in the Circulation Section of those area plans where scenic corridors are located.

Applicable Policies:

OS 22.1 Design developments within designated scenic highway corridors to
balance the objectives of maintaining scenic resources with accommodating
compatible land uses (AI 3).

OS 22.2 Study potential scenic highway corridors for possible inclusion in the
Caltrans Scenic Highways Plan.

OS 22.3 Encourage joint efforts among federal, State, and County agencies, and
citizen groups to ensure compatible development within scenic corridors.

OS 22.4 Impose conditions on development within scenic highway corridors
requiring dedication of scenic easements consistent with the Scenic
Highways Plan, when it is necessary to preserve unique or special visual
features (AI 3).

OS 22.5 Utilize contour grading and slope rounding to gradually transition graded
road slopes into a natural configuration consistent with the topography of
the areas within scenic highway corridors (AI 3).


