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Table 3.3.A - Regional and State Demographic Summaries

Characteristic Riverside County California

Population Change (1990 to 2000) 32% 14%
Income (1997 model)
Median Household Income $36,368 $39,595
Persons Below Poverty 15% 16%
Other Characteristics
High School Graduates, 1990 (over age 25 yrs) 57% 67%
College Graduates, 1990 (over age 25 years) 11% 21%
Home Ownership Rate, 2000 69% 57%
Persons per Household, 2000 2.98 2.87

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/06/06065.html

3.3.2  Regional and Community Economic Conditions

Private nonfarm employment in Riverside County totaled 366,000 persons in 1999, an
increase of 30 percent from five years earlier.  This employment growth is nearly twice
that of the statewide average (16 percent) and well above surrounding counties (Orange
10 percent; Los Angeles 11 percent; San Bernardino 22 percent; San Diego 25 percent)
for the same period (U.S. Census Bureau, www.census.gov/epcd/cbp/map/99data/
06/065.txt).  Much of the economic activity in Riverside County is generated in the west
half of the County and is linked to trade with Los Angeles, Orange, San Bernardino, and
San Diego counties. 

3.3.2.1  Employment and Income

The County's profile of business firms and employment is presented in Table 3.B, with
comparisons to the State economy.  Among the 21 primary economic sectors reported
by the Census Bureau in 1999, retail trade accounts for the most establishments
(16 percent of total reported) and employment (16 percent of total reported jobs).
Manufacturing firms generated the largest share of payroll (17 percent), and second
highest employment (14 percent).  Construction, Accommodations and Food Service,
and Health Care and Social Assistance also rank high in economic activity in Riverside
County.  Six of the county’s 15 largest employers are health care related concerns. 

Table 3.3.B - Riverside County Business Patterns, 1999

Economic Sector
Establishments Employees Annual Payroll

(millions)
Riverside CA Riverside CA Riverside CA

Construction 3,200 12% 8% 44,028 12% 6% $1,383 15% 6%
Manufacturing 1,475 5% 6% 49,509 14% 15% $1,584 17% 17%
Retail Trade 4,217 16% 14% 59,135 16% 12% $1,309 14% 7%
Finance, Insurance 1,173 5% 5% 9,981 3% 5% $384 4% 8%
Prof., Tech. Services 1,967 3% 12% 10,392 3% 8% $360 4% 11%
Health Care, Social Asst. 2,692 11% 10% 42,058 12% 10% $1,216 13% 9%
Lodging, Food Service 2,242 9% 8% 44,618 12% 9% $561 6% 3%
All Other Sectors 8,793 34% 37% 106,637 28% 35% $2,687 28% 39%
Total Reported 25,705 100% 366,358 100% $9,484 100%

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, www.census.gov/epcd/cbp/map/99data/06/065.txt and  www.census.gov/
epcd/cbp/map/99data/06/999.txt



Affected Environment     3.3-4

Relative to the State's economy, Riverside has much greater activity in the Construction
sector, reflecting the high level of residential and commercial building now underway,
and less activity related to professional and technical services.  The large Lodging and
Accommodations sector is indicative of the importance of tourism in the County, such
as the resorts near Palm Springs. 

The County's economic mix has changed several ways since 1994.  Construction has
grown sharply, with jobs doubling from 21,000 to 44,000 jobs and the sector rising from
8 to 12 percent of total employment.  The importance of the employment in services
industries in the County also has increased, with a 70 percent rise in employment (to
160,000 jobs, when considering all service industry jobs).  During the past five years,
employment in Agriculture and Forestry has fallen (from 5,800 jobs to 1,400), as has
work in the Retail sector (79,000 jobs to 59,000), although reclassification of industrial
codes may account for some of these internal changes. 

Unemployment in the County measured 5.5 percent in 1999, slightly above the State's
5.3 percent, as it has been in recent years.  The County's trend in unemployment rate is
favorable, decreasing every year since hitting 9.5 percent in 1995.  

3.3.2.2  Agriculture

Riverside County contained 3,048 farms on 206,100 ha (509,000 ac) in 1997, according
to the Agricultural Census (www.nass.usda.gov/census/census97/
highlights/ca/cac033.txt).  Agricultural revenues valued at $1.05 billion were generated
in the County that year, 55 percent from crops and orchard products and the remainder
from livestock sales.  Important crops include orchards (49 percent of farms, 25 percent
of agricultural revenues) and vegetables (5 percent of farms, 14 percent of revenues),
while dairy (11 percent of farms, 26 percent of revenues) and poultry (4 percent of
farms, 12 percent of revenues) were the dominant livestock industries. 

Most of the cropland in Riverside County is irrigated (79 percent), and most farming
operations are smaller than 20 ha (50 ac) in size (79 percent).  Farms in the County are
generally profitable with average revenues of $344,000 and average operating expenses
of $255,000.  Farming was the principal occupation of 44 percent of the 3,048 farm
owners in Riverside County. 

Agricultural businesses of all kinds operate throughout the study area.  A number of
orchards are located northeast of Lake Mathews, which appear to be fragmented
remnants of historically larger operations.  Dairies and farms line most of the land along
the Ramona Expressway between Perris and San Jacinto, while the central part of the
study area includes grain farms, orchards, and scattered poultry operations. 

3.3.3  HCLE Study Area

The study area for the proposed project, and 1990 and 2000 census tracts included in
the analysis, are illustrated in Figure 3.3.1.  The study area comprises 19 tracts from the
1990 Census and 47 tracts from the 2000 Census.  The higher number of tracts in 2000
reflects the Census Bureau decreasing the size of tracts in response to growing
population density. 


