4.12 Cultural Resources

4.12.1 Methodology for Impact Evaluation

The cultural resource investigations conducted for the HCL E Corridor were consistent
with current cultural resource protocolsfor Section 106 Cultural Resource Assessment
Surveys(Caltrans Draft Environmental Handbook, VVolume 2, Cultural Resources, July
2001, aninterim document). For thepurposesof thisanalysis, all resourcesencountered
(with the exception of isolates) were considered eligible for listing on the National
Register of Historic Places. While it is acknowledged that not all of the identified
resources will be determined eligible, it isimpossible to assess the eligibility of the
resourceswiththedatacurrently available. On selection of apreferred routealternative,
Tier 2 studies will reevaluate resources within the selected alternative. Treatment of
potential impactsto cultural resourceswill follow athree phased approach of avoidance,
minimization, or mitigation of impacts, with avoidance receiving the highest priority.

Seventeen resourceswereidentified during thecultural resourcework that appear, based
on the data available through the records search, to be potentialy significant sites.
Table4.12.A describestheseresources, thealternative(s) on whichthey arelocated, and
the potential for avoidance of impacts to the resource as determined by the project
engineer.

4.12.2 Impacts

The HCLE Corridor alternatives may affect known and unknown prehistoric, historic,
multi-component, and historic architectural sites in the CETAP Study Area. As
discussed in Section 3.12, the majority of cultural resources along the HCLE Corridor
have not been evaluated for potential eligibility for either the National or California
Register.

4.12.2.1 No Build Alternative (General Plan Build Out)

TheHCLE Corridor would not affect cultural resourcesunder the No Build Alternative
(General Plan Build Out). Other transportation projects that will be constructed in the
NoBuild Alternative havethe potential toimpact cultural resources. Cultural resources
will be evaluated as part of the environmental documents for those projects.

4.12.2.2 Alternative 1a

Onesiteon Alternative 1ahas been evaluated for listing on the National Register. This
large, National Register eligible historic siteislocated near the western terminus of the
aternative. A Native American sacred siteis also described along the western portion
of this alignment. The majority of resources on this alignment are prehistoric and
historical architecture resources. Prehistoric site “complexes’ are present in the area
of Lake Perris, Harley John Road, and Cgjalco Road. The proportion of prehistoric,
historic, and historical architecture sites along the alignment is consistent with the
predicted values for the region. Of the prehistoric resources within the bandwidth, the
majority (83%) arelithic/ceramic scatters (n=2) and milling sites (n=3), whileonelong
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