4.16.2.2 Indirect Effects

In addition to the direct loss of land available for farming as aresult of development,
urban encroachment adversely affects the efficiency of remaining farming operations
dueto“increased air pollution, livestock predation by pets, crop diseasesresulting from
inadequate care of off-farm ornamental plants, restrictionson pesticide useand burning,
and requirementsto set aside on-farm buffer zones.” Atthe sametime, production costs
increaseduetorising land values, water scarcity, theft and vandalism of farm equi pment
crop pilferage, road congestion, and personal injury liability resulting from trespassing
on farms. By reducing the profitability of remaining farming operations, urban
encroachment tendsto take on aspiraling effect, encouraging further losses of farmsto
urban development (Source: General Plan EIR, Section 4.2).

In addition to the direct loss of agricultural land, build out of the proposed General
Plan will permit the development of residential and employment generating uses
adjacent to agricultural designated land. Indirect impacts associated with the
agricultural usesinclude: the generation of dust, odors, and noise from agricultural
operation; the proliferation of flies and other pest species, the potential for
groundwater contamination (from large-scale feed lots and dairies), and aerial
application of agricultural chemicals(Source: General PlanEIR, Section4.2). Build
out of the proposed General Plan will increase the likelihood of having residential
and other community development uses in closer proximity to agricultural uses.
However, the implementation of a CETAP alternative in the HCLE study areawill
not substantively alter the future land use pattern in western Riverside County as
proposed in the General Plan, and therefore will not result in a substantive
contribution to theindirect, cumulative impacts to agriculture. HCLE Alternatives
4a, 4c, 4d, 5b, 6a, and 6b will not include or be adjacent to agricultural uses under
General Plan build out conditions; therefore, no indirect impacts to agriculture are
expected as aresult of these alternatives.

The draft policies within the proposed General Plan help to retain agricultura
resources within the County. While the implementation of proposed General Plan
policies would help reduce the conversion of agricultural lands to urban uses, the
loss of 55,423 ha (136,872 ac) of agriculturally designated land would remain an
unavoidableimpact. The CETAP contribution to thisloss (0 to 206 ha[0to 509 ac]
of agriculture within bandwidths under future, General Plan conditions) may be
further reduced through the application of conservation easementsasspecified inthe
proposed mitigation measures. In sum, the project’s contribution to cumulative
impacts to farmlands would not be substantive in light of the land use changes
proposed in the General Plan.

4.16.3 Recreation

The County of Riverside currently maintains 35 regional parks, encompassing
approximately 9,033 ha (22,317 ac). Morethan half of these parksarelocated in the
western portion of the County where the population is concentrated. In addition,
Joshua Tree National Park, seven state-maintained open space and recreation areas,
and 215 city parks are located within Riverside County. Private recreational
facilities are found primarily in planned communities and apartment complexes.
There are several commercia recreation facilities within the County, including golf
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courses, pol o and equestrian centers and water/amusement parks (General Plan EIR,
Section 4.14).

There are existing and proposed policies and regulations that address the need for
additional recreational facilities as the County population continues to grow.
Riverside County hasadopted provisionsimplementing the Quimby Act by requiring
dedication of three acres of parkland per 1,000 population, or payment of afeein
lieu of such dedication. The requirement is enforced though the Subdivision
Ordinance. The proposed General Plan includes policesthat reduce or minimizethe
effects of future growth on parks and recreational facilities, including the require-
ment that new devel opments comply with the Quimby Act requirementsand provide
implementation strategies for the funding of both active and passive parks and
recreation (General Plan EIR, Section 4.14). Specific roadway projects and other
infrastructural projects to be implemented in support of the growth forecast by the
County, aswell asincorporated areas, will be required to mitigate any effects they
would cause upon recreational facilities or plans in western Riverside County.

In addition to the general Open Space and Land Use policies in the new County
General Plan, the following Area Plans provide land use guidance for the HCLE
Corridor area: Elsinore, Sun City/MenifeeValley, Harvest Valley/Winchester, San
Jacinto Valley, Lakeview/Nuevo, Reche Canyon Badlands, Mead Valley, Lake
Mathews/Woodcrest, and Temescal Canyon. The Area Plan policies recognize the
major recreation areas in the areas and implement strategies on preserving
recreational resources within each area. The Area Plans do not identify these areas
as currently park deficient.

There are several public parks or recreation areas within the bandwidths of the
HCLE Build aternatives. The bandwidths for Alternatives 4a, 4c, H1, and H3
include one or two municipal parkseach. Theareaof existing recreation and natural
areas within the HCLE aternatives, as defined by the RCIP Existing Setting Report
(1999), ranges from 0 ha/ac to 11 ha (28 ac). The Land Use Element of the new
Genera Plan calls for new development to be focused in areas suitable for
development, so that portions of western Riverside County can remain as open space
or at rural densities. Therefore, the area of recreation and natural areas within the
aternatives increases under General Plan build out conditions. The project’'s
contribution to the net loss of recreation and natural areas is characterized by the
difference between the existing and future conditions. Alternative 5b would result
in the greatest contribution to the loss of recreation and natural areas under General
Plan build out conditions (192 ha [474 ac]) of recreation and natural areas.
Alternative 4a would cause the smallest change with a net loss of 22 ha (54 ac)
withinthebandwidth. Also,theHCLE Corridor study areaenjoysconvenient access
to regional recreation resources such as Diamond Valley Lake, Lake Skinner, and
Canyon Lake. Theimplementation of a CETAP alternativein the HCLE Corridor,
in combination with other area developments and infrastructure projects, is not
expected to contribute to a cumulative loss of recreational resources in the study
area.

4.16.4 Surface Water Hydrology, Floodplain Encroachmentand Water
Quality

Withrespect to surfacewater hydrol ogy, floodplains, and water quality, the proposed
CETAP alternativeswould facilitate the conversion of somelandsthat are currently
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