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3.10.2  Floodplains and Flooding

Executive Order 11988, Floodplain Management, was issued with the President’s
Environmental Message on May 2, 1977.  The major requirements of this Executive
Order are to avoid support of floodplain development; to prevent uneconomic,
hazardous, or incompatible use of floodplains; to restore and preserve the natural and
beneficial floodplain values; and to be consistent with the standards and criteria of the
National Flood Insurance Program. 

A floodway is the channel of a stream, including any adjacent areas, that must be kept
free of encroachment so that a 100 year flood can be carried without substantial
increase in flood heights.  According to the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA), an area that is designated as Zone A is a 100 year flood area.  A 100 year
flood is defined as a flood with a magnitude that is expected to be equaled or exceeded
once on the average during any 100 year period, or a flood that has a one percent
chance of occurring in any given year.  The 100 year flood was adopted as the national
standard by the Federal Insurance Administration (FIA) for floodplain management,
and for insurance purposes.  

3.10.3  Water Quality

In the past, some of the water quality problems that have occurred in Riverside County
were related to inadequate subsurface sewage disposal, waste disposal management of
the Santa Ana River, agricultural problems, such as citricultural runoff in the western
county and increasing salinity of the desert groundwater basins, sediment buildup of
water bodies from construction-related erosion, lake water quality problems, and “non-
point” source pollution due to urban stormwater system runoff.  

The Regional Water Quality Control Boards (RWQCBs) that oversee water quality in
the County have determined that water supply plans and groundwater management are
the most important components in water quality management planning.  RWQCBs
seek to protect the long-term beneficial uses of a region’s water supply.  To this end,
they regulate the quality of water that can be discharged into a lake or stream or that is
used to recharge a groundwater basin.  The designated beneficial uses in the County
are as follows:

C Municipal and domestic supply

C Industrial service supply

C Groundwater recharge

C Agricultural supply

C Hydropower generation

C Non-contact recreation

C Industrial process supply

C Freshwater replenishment

C Water contact recreation

C Commercial and sport fishing

C Cold freshwater habitat


