Table 2D - Existing vs. Planned Land Use Within Western Riverside County

Existing Land Use Acres Planned Land Use Acres
Devel oped 218,260 Community Deve opment/Rura 709,560
Vacant! 871,040 Open Space 469,370
Agriculture 169,470 Agriculture 38,280

American Tribd Lands 41,570
TOTAL? 1,258,750 1,258,750
Notess ' Includes American Indian Lands.

2 Tota does not add up due to rounding error.

Sources: Existing Land Use: LSA Associates, 1999 with updates 2000, 2001.
Planned Land Use: County of Riverside General Plan and WRCOG City Genera Plan Land Use
Database, October 2000.

2.1.3 Demographic Considerations
Historical Growth

Southern Cdifornia has experienced periods of rapid growth over most of the past
century. As the coastd regions of Los Angeles, Orange and San Diego Counties
have built-out, much of the new growth has shifted to the inland regions of Riverside
and San Bernardino Counties. During the 1980s and 1990s, Riverside County led the
region in populaion growth. During the 1990s, Riverside County was dso a leader
in job growth. In 1970, Riverside County’s total populaion was 456,916;
goproximady 224,032 people lived within western Riverside County dties, and
178,591 lived within unincorporated areas (it is assumed a mgority of unincorpo-
rated County occupants reside within western Riverside County). By 1980, Riverside
County’s totd populaion had incressed to 663,199. Approximatdy 291,313
people lived in westen County cities, and 276,565 lived in the unincorporated
County. The County’s totd population grew from 663,199 in 1980 to 1,170,413
by 1990; western County cities were populated by 594,046 people, and an additiond
385,384 people lived in the unincorporated western County.  The County’'s totd
populaion grew from 1,170,413 in 1990 to 1,545,387 in 2000. By 2000, a total
of 848,413 people resided in westen County cities, and an additiona 420,721
resided in unincorporated western County aess (Cdifornia Depatment of Finance
web site, April 2002).

Forecast Growth

The Southen Cdifornia Associgion of Governments (SCAG) and western Riverside
County cities have historicdly prepaed regiond growth forecests in an effort to
dlocate resources in the most eficent manner and assist infrastructure planning.
Forecasts indude populaion, housing, employment, and other economic daa SCAG
estimaes tha by 2025 dmost 7 million people and 4 million jobs — the equivdent
of adding two dties the size of Chicago — will be added to the Southern Cdifornia
region. This would bring Southern Cdiforniad s regiond populaion from 16 million
to 22.8 million (SCAG 1998, with draft updae 2001). Most of the populaion
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growth is expected to occur in north Los Angdes, Riveside, and San Bernardino
Counties; however, job growth will aso occur in Los Angdes and Orange Counties.

In 1998, SCAG rdessed Riveside County’s population forecasts for 2020;
Riverside s populaion is projected to reech upwads of 2.8 million. This populaion
growth equas goproximady 2.8 percent a year from now until 2020 (Stanley R.
Hoffman Associates, revised 2000). Populaion will continue to increase within the
county beyond the 2020 horizon; the County’s populaion will reach 3.5 million by
2030 and 4.5 million by 2050. A totd of 569,608 additiond housing units will be
needed to accommodate this anticipaed growth (426,354 in westen Riverside
County and 143,142 in esstern Riverside County).

Infrastructure Needs

The demographics dealy lay out the demands associaed with growth in population,
housing, and jobs tha the RCIP is designed to address as discussed in Section 1.0 of
this document.  Among those ae the demands tha will be placed on locd
governments to provide criticd infrastructure, municipa fecilities, utilities, roads,
paks, open space, and the stae dlocaion of dfordable housing units.  Infrastruc-
ture needs are addressed as Covered Adtivities in the proposed MSHCP (Section 7.0).
The demographics dso foretd| the incressed stress on naturd habitats, native plants,
and animal spedes. Merdy recounting numbers does not truly describe the
magnitude of the chdlenges facing westen Riveside County. Only by looking a
the demographics in terms of ther impacts on dl aspects of the proposed Plan
Ared s infrastructure, induding the consevation of naurd resources, can western
Riverside County prepae for the future  The RCIP through each of its three
dements looks a the impacts of the growth facing the County and begins the
process of building the infrastructure necessary to sustan the naurd environment
and meet the needs of future citizens.
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