2.3 Proposed Action - MSHCP

The proposed MSHCP is a comprehensive, multiplejurisdictiond planning program
designed to creste, manage, and monitor a system of habita preserves in westen
Riverside County. The proposed MSHCP establishes a framework for complying
with State and federd endangered species reguldions while accommodaing future
growth within the proposed Plan Area Under existing regul @ions, the responsibility
for conserving habitat for endangered species aises on an ad hoc, random basis as
activities affecting dedining species and their habitats ae proposed. There is no
mechanism in place for teking regiond goproach to habita consevaion. The
framework established by the proposed MSHCP will allow the assembly of contiguous
parcds of habitat, to provide viable habitat blocks to assist in the conservaiion of
Species.

The proposed MSHCP will serve as an HCP pursuant to Section 10(g)(1)(B) of the
FESA, as wel as an NCCP under the NCCP Act of 1991, as amended. T he proposed
MSHCP will be used to dlow, through the locd land use planning process, the “take’
of plant and animd species identified in this plan. The USFWS and the CDFG
(Wildlife Agencies) have authority to regulae the “take’ of threstened and
endangered or otherwise species. The intent of the plan is for the Wildlife Agencies
to grant “take authorization” for otherwise lawful actions such as deveopment that
may incidentdly teke or ham individuals for a species or its habitat outside of
reserve aress, in exchange for supporting assembly of a coordinated reserve system.
Consavation and management responsibilities as wdl as implementation assurances
will be provided as outlined in the Implementing agreement (1A).

The proposed MSHCP contains the overdl consavaion strategy for the proposed
Plan Area and documents the conservation actions tha collectivdy ae intended to
protect species covered by the proposed MSHCP. The proposed MSHCP dso
describes the cooperative institutiond mechanisms through which Plan particpants
will coordinate implementation of the proposed MSHCP.

2.3.1 Generalized Reserve Description

Reserve Design

The criteriabased agpproach assumes conseavaion within the existing public/quasi -
public lands comprising gpproximatedy 347,000 acres, and devdopment of criteria
to assure additiond conservation on private lands of approximady 153,000 acres.
The Area Plan boundaries established as part of the County’s proposed Generd Plan
were sdected to provide an organizationa framework for the criteria aeas.  While
these boundaries are not biologicdly based, they relae specificdly to County Plan
Area boundaries and to the jurisdictiond boundaries of incorporated cities. Use of
the Area Plan framework for the criteriabased approach fadlitates structuring
implementation strategies around established planning boundaries.

For each of the 14 Area Plans within the proposed MSHCP Plan Areg, the following
methodology was goplied. The first steps in preparaion of the citeriabased plan
involved identification of: (1) Planning Species; (2) Biologicd Issues and Consider-
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