For many of the plant species being considered for conservation under the proposed
MSHCP, the existing avalable distribution data are limited. If coverage of these
species were sought in the sdected dternaive for the proposed MSHCP, the need
to conduct surveys would apply to these species, as wdl as to the narow endemic
plant species.

The Narow Endemic Plant Species Altenaive conflictss with Project Objectives.
Because it covers only 22 spedes, the Narow Endemic Plant Species Alternaive
does not provide the maximum possible cetainty tha the Take Authorization will
cover additional species tha may be listed while the Permits are in effect. Also, the
Narow Endemic Plant Species Alternative will not streamline devdopment
authorizetion under FESA and CESA to the maximum extent practicable. Likewise
the Narow Endemic Plant Species Alternaive would not provide assurances that,
to the extent legdly possible private paties will not be required to mitigae impacts
under FESA and CESA except as required in the Plan. The Narow Endemic Plant
Species Altenaive is also infeesible due to economic and other considerations, and
it would not reduce or avoid any of the Project’s significant environmentd impacts.
Thus, the Narow Endemic Species Alternaive was scoreened out from further
consideration & an dternaive to the Plan. However, elements from this dternative
to protect endemic species were incorporated into the Proposed Action as additional
survey requirements (Appendix B, Alternative Screening Document, contains a more
detalled andysis). By incorporating these features, the Plan takes advantage of the
species benefits that would have been provided by the Narow Endemic Species
Alterndive

2.8.2 Moadified Reserve Configuration Alternative

This dterndive sesks to promote the vigbility and recovery of western Riverside
County ecosystems and habitats, and the species dependent upon them.  Addition-
dly, this dternaive seeks to reduce the need for the potentid listing of species in
the future  Like the proposed Plan, this dternaive dso focuses generdly on the
following broad-based NCCP biologicd tenets:

« Consarve focus species and their habitats throughout the proposed Plan Areg;

« Consavelage habitat blocks;

« Consave habita diversity;

o Kesp reserves contiguous and connected; and

« Protect reserves from encroachment and invasion by non-native species.

The Modified Reserve Configuration Alternaive provides for the most conservation
of the dternaives and the Proposed Action. It seeks to conserve up to 146 species
and 218,600 acres of hebitat on private lands within the MSHCP Planning Area

The numbe of species to be conserved remans the same 32 listed and proposed
species, and 115 sensitive species.

Like dl of the other dtenatives, the Modified Resave Configuration Alternaive
consaves 346,530 acres of existing public/quasi-public lands. In addition, the
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Modified Reseve Configuraion Altenaive dso would conseve 218,600 acres of
private lands. The 218,600 acres indude the 153,000 acres proposed for conserva
tion with the Proposed Action plus 65,400 acres of additiond conservaion on
private lands. The additiond 65,400 acres of privae lands ae lagey comprised of
lands designated as criticd habitat for listed, threatened, or endangered species or
aress supporting sensitive soils.

After andyzing the potentid beneficdd and derimentd effects of the dternatives,
the Lead Agencies determined tha the Modified Reserve Configuration Alternative
conflicts with Project Objectives. The Modified Reserve Configuraion Alternative
would have incressed the number of acres to be conseved by 65,400 acres even
though the amount of habita induded in the Project is sufficient to adequately
consave dl of the Covered Species. Thus, the Modified Resave Configuration
Alternative would have grealy incressed the cost of the project (by the far market
vdue of those 65,400 acres) without significantly incressing the habita vdue of the
reserve. The Modified Resave Configuration Alternaive would conflict with Project
Objectives because it would not be economicdly efficient and it would not limit the
expenditure of public and privade funds to the amount necessary to mantan a
reserve tha can adequatdy conserve the Covered Species. Moreover, because the
Modified Reseve Configuraion Alternative would require the purchase of an
additiond 65,400 acres of private lands, it is economicdly infessible and it conflicts
with the Project Objective requiring that the preferred dtenaive indude a fee-based
funding program that will generate sufficient revenue to contribute to the reserve's
funding needs. The Modified Reserve Configuretion Alternaive dso fals to avoid
or substantidly reduce any of the Project’s significant environmenta impacts.
Based on these consideraions, the Modified Resave Configuration Alternaive was
screened out from further consideration a an dterndive to the proposed Project.
(Appendix B, Alternaive Screening Document, contans a more detaled andysis of
this decision-making process).
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