3.5  Transportation and Circulation

The existing drculaion and transportaion system seving the proposed MSHCP
Plan Area, westen Riverside County, is composed of a series of separste modes or
types of passenger travd and goods movement. These modes of travd and goods
movement include passenger vehides and truck freight, transit, passenger and freight
ral, passenger and cargo ar, non-motorized systems (bicycde facilities, pedestrian
fadilities, and equestrian facilities) and mgor utility corridors.

3.5.1 Existing Transportation/Circulation Conditions

The proposed Plan Areds transportation system is composed of numerous Stae
highways (both freeways and arterid highways), as wdl as numerous County and city
routes. The public transit system indudes fixed route public transit systems,
common bus caries, AMTRAK (intercity rall sevice), MeroLink (commuter ral
savice), and other local agency transit and pararansit sevices. In addition, the
transportaion system in the proposed Plan Area indudes gened avidaion fadlities,
limited passenger ar service within the proposed Plan Area, extensive ar passenger
facilities in the Southern Cdifornia and San Diego regions, freight ral service,
bicyde fadlities, and other non-motorized forms of transportation (pedestrian and
eguestrian trails).

Travd within the proposed Plan Area is a function of the size and spatid distribu-
tion of populaion and economic attivity and the rdaionship to other mgor
activity centers within the Los Angdes Basin or the Southen Cdifornia Region
(such as those located in Los Angdes, Orange, Ventura, San Bernardino, and Imperial
Counties). Outside the Los Angdes Basin, other mgor urban centers tha interact
with western Riverside County indude those in San Diego County to the south and
Ken County located in the San Joaguin Vdley to the north. In addition, there is
some trave between the western and essten portions of the County (i.e., between
Riverside and Blythe). The distance between these two subregions of Riverside
County is grester than the distance between the City of Riverside and the City of
Oxnad in the northenmost portion of the Southen Cdifornia Region (gpproxi-
matey 3 hours by car).

Due to the interdaionship of urban and rurd activities (employment, housing and
savices), and the low average density of existing land uses, the private automobile
is the dominant mode of travd within the proposed Plan Area  Trips by transit
currently represent less than 2 percent of all trips made in the County. Public
transportaion, where savice is avalable is utilized primaily by a transit-dependent
population (senior dtizens, students, low-income residents, and the physicdly
disabled) that generdly does not have access to automobiles.

The proposed Plan Areds industrid and agriculturd economies depend on safe and
eficent goods movement. The County is responsible for mantaning an extensive
negwork of low volume rural roads in spasdy sdtled aess to savice goods
movement and the agriculturd industry. Large trucks ae the primay means of
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