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investments in community facilities and programs, to obtain public and
private grants, and stimulate investment participation by the private sector.

3. Along with its emphasis on achieving community desires, the County
remains highly respected for its sensitivity to private property rights.

4. Because of its fiscal achievements, Riverside County and its cities are
exceptionally effective at forestalling unfunded mandates from state and
federal levels.

Intergovernmental Cooperation

The integration of planning and importance of the transportation corridors,
multi-purpose open space system, and development commitments have had an
impact on governmental decision making at many levels. Numerous examples
now exist of intergovernmental arrangements to facilitate continued
implementation of the policy direction established almost 20 years ago. The
result of this is not only improved governmental effectiveness, but also less
conflict over policy issues, increased competitiveness for grant funding, and
establishment of a strong tradition of intergovernmental cooperation.

1. Recognition that many aspects of the vision are boundary-less is exemplified
by the extensive array of intergovernmental arrangements involving the
County, cities, special districts, Indian tribes, and unincorporated
communities.

2. A coordinated and streamlined permitting process is now in operation that is
feasible because areas clearly slated for development are identified and
appropriate open space areas are acquired or protected.

3. Because of additional regional County facilities and cooperative agreements
with some cities and other institutions, public hearings on certain issues and
projects are now held locally so as to be more convenient to those most
impacted by the decisions.

4. New school sites are used as a focal point of neighborhoods as a result of
collaboration between local governments.

5. Intergovernmental partnerships have eliminated the once common
contentiousness surrounding annexations, incorporations, and preservation
of unincorporated community integrity.

6. Several inter-county and intra-county compacts now exist regarding
cooperative programs for open space management, transportation corridor
planning and implementation, air quality and water quality improvements,
water resource management, and other critical topics of mutual concern.

7. The tradition of intergovernmental cooperation is well established and office
seekers habitually include this topic in their campaigns city and County
decision-makers and other opinion leaders actively support
intergovernmental initiatives.
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8. A Countywide information and education program is in place to sustain an
understanding of the unique planning program that has emerged from the
RCIP. This program includes a section in school curricula, a summary
brochure that is updated from time to time, an orientation program for newly
elected officials, a strong internet presence, and an ongoing speakers bureau

to reinforce this strong tradition.
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