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Issues and Policies

The RCIP Vision expresses the desire to become a "family of special
communities in a remarkable environmental setting." According to the
RCIP Vision and General Planning Principles, this desire can be achieved

by several different means, from concentrating future growth and reducing
sprawl, protecting the County's diverse environmental resources and open space
systems, providing multi-modal transportation systems that are integrated into
the community, making efficient use of infrastructure, services, and resources
and ensuring "consistently high" development standards. These goals address
every level of land use, from State and regional level issues, to countywide
issues, to community and neighborhood level issues, to specific property and
parcel level issues. Like an interlocking chain, every link is vital to the ability to
achieve the County's vision.

To guide the achievement of the RCIP Vision and General Plan Principles, the
Land Use Element is designed to address these many levels of issues and
policies. It does so on a systematic basis by topic in order to help organize and
focus the reader. However, the goal of each policy and topic is to achieve the
desires expressed in the RCIP Vision and General Plan Principles.

COUNTYWIDE POLICIES

The following policies address countywide issues that are general in nature and
may apply to numerous locations and land use designations within the planning
area. The policies are grouped by topic and are preceded by a brief discussion of
issues pertaining to the topic. As discussed in the Introduction to the General
Plan, following each policy is a reference number indicating the applicable
Action Item(s) as listed in the Implementation Program, which is located in
Appendix K of the General Plan.

Administration

In order to implement the General Plan, the County of Riverside must perform a
number of administrative functions that are not necessarily exclusive to land use
issues. This includes updating the existing ordinances and developing procedures
to carry out the direction of the General Plan as well as coordinating with outside
agencies. The intent of these policies is to provide direction to allow for the
continued operation of non-conforming uses as well as to ensure a coordinated
planning effort between cities, LAFCO, service providers, and the County. 

Policies:

LU 1.1 Allow for the continued occupancy, operation, and maintenance of
legal uses and structures that exist at the time of the adoption of the
General Plan and become non-conforming due to use, density, and/or
development requirements.

LU 1.2 Encourage existing non-conforming uses to transition into
conformance with the new land use designation and/or policy. 

Ÿ
We acknowledge that balancing a variety of

important considerations in making
community decisions is a constant

challenge. We have faith that the foundation
provided through our participation in

shaping this vision and its implementing
mechanisms will achieve a workable

balance of mutual benefit.

 
- RCIP Vision

Ÿ
Despite differences in priorities and

approaches, we are engaged in community
building for ourselves and our heirs based

on the common ground we have forged

 
- RCIP Vision




