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Conservation

Policies within the Conservation section of this element seek to guide
decision-making related to renewable and non-renewable County
resources. These types of resources require conservation—a conscious

effort to consume less of scarce resources so that their stock can be sustained for
the future. Conservation of natural resources applies to water, agricultural
resources, forests, vegetation, mineral, and energy resources. By conserving
resources we prevent degradation of the environment through pollution or loss of
productive capacity within our environment.

RENEWABLE RESOURCES

Population growth and development continually require the use of natural
resources, including those that are renewable. Following are Vision Statements
that represent the guiding principles established by Riverside County to conserve
and protect renewable resources for economic, cultural, and aesthetic purposes.

“We acknowledge the inter-relatedness of the economic,
environmental, cultural and institutional realms of our
community life as we continue to plan and build our
communities in a manner that enables us to achieve mutually
beneficial results.”

“We acknowledge and respect the long heritage of economic
endeavors that have shaped portions of our environment
through mining, agriculture, and similar enterprises and
continue to take their value into consideration in shaping our
environmental management.”

Additionally, the Vision addresses the need to protect Riverside County’s
environmental sustainability for future generations:

“We are beneficiaries of the past and we value that. We seek
the same for our heirs. We declare that they should have an
expectation that they will inherit communities and a natural
environment that offer them a reasonable range of choices.”

Water Resources

Riverside County incorporates four major watershed areas in which river
systems, numerous lakes and reservoirs, and natural drainage areas are located.
Water resources are mapped in Figure OS-1. The County’s supply of water is
limited by its arid climate, agricultural practices, projected population growth
and its associated demand and development, and the dependence on low quality
imported water. Further, the availability of imported surface water has been
reduced due to changing regulations, despite an ever-increasing water demand. 

In some areas within Riverside County, contamination from natural or
manufactured sources has reduced groundwater quality such that its use requires




