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The cumulative noise created by truck
transfer stations can reach excessive levels
when noise sensitive uses are located
nearby.

N 3.5 Require that a noise analysis be conducted by an acoustical specialist
for all proposed projects that are noise producers. Include
recommendations for design mitigation if the project is to be located
either within proximity of a noise-sensitive land use, or land
designated for noise-sensitive land uses. (AI 109)

N 3.6 Discourage projects that are incapable of successfully mitigating
excessive noise. (AI 107) 

N 3.7 Encourage noise-tolerant land uses such as commercial or industrial,
to locate in areas already committed to land uses that are noise-
producing. (AI 107)

STATIONARY NOISE

A stationary noise producer is any entity in a fixed location that emits noise.
Stationary noise producers are common in many noise-sensitive areas. Motors,
appliances, air conditioners, lawn and garden equipment, power tools, and
generators are often found in residential neighborhoods, as well as on or near the
properties of schools, hospitals, and parks. These structures are often a
permanent fixture and are required for the particular land use. Industrial and
manufacturing facilities are also stationary noise producers that may affect
sensitive land uses. Furthermore, while noise generated by the use of motor
vehicles over public roads is preempted from local regulation, the County
considers the use of these vehicles to be a stationary noise source when operated
on private property such as at a truck terminal or warehousing facility. The
emitted noise from the producer can be mitigated to acceptable levels either at
the source or on the adjacent property through the use of proper planning,
setbacks, blockwalls, acoustic-rated windows, dense landscaping, or by changing
the location of the noise producer. The following policies identify mechanisms to
measure and mitigate the noise emitted from stationary noise producers.  

Community Noise Inventory

There are a series of noise producers within Riverside County that bear special
recognition. These uses may be important parts of the economic health of the
County, but they still emit noise from time to time. Some of the special noise
producers within the County include, but are not limited to the Riverside
Raceway, surface mining, truck transfer stations in the Mira Loma area,
manufacturing facilities, and natural gas transmission pipelines.

Three high pressure natural gas transmission pipelines are located in the
community of Cabazon (within the Pass Area Plan), and a series of valve stations
are placed along the pipeline throughout the community. The pipelines supply a
major portion of the non-transportation energy supply for southern California.
The depressurization of mainline valves at the valve stations for emergency or
maintenance reasons can result in noise levels exceeding 140 dB Leq at a distance
of 50 feet from the source for more than an hour at a time. The pipelines are not
located in heavily populated areas; however, should higher-intensity uses be
approved in the area in the future, possible relocation of one or more pipelines or
valves may be necessary.
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A pure tone is a single frequency
tone with no harmonic content (e.g.
hum). 

Policies: 

N 4.1 Prohibit facility-related noise, received by any sensitive use, from
exceeding the following worst-case noise levels: (AI 105)
a. 45 dBA-10-minute Leq between 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m.
b. 65 dBA-10-minute Leq between 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m.

N 4.2 Develop measures to control non-transportation noise impacts. (AI
105)

N 4.3 Ensure any use determined to be a potential generator of significant
stationary noise impacts be properly analyzed, and ensure that the
recommended mitigation measures are implemented. (AI 105, 106,
109)

N 4.4 Require that detailed and independent acoustical studies be
conducted for any new or renovated land uses or structures
determined to be potential major stationary noise sources. (AI 105)

N 4.5 Encourage major stationary noise-generating sources throughout the
County of Riverside to install additional noise buffering or reduction
mechanisms within their facilities to reduce noise generation levels to
the lowest extent practicable prior to the renewal of Conditional Use
Permits or business licenses or prior to the approval and/or issuance
of new Conditional Use Permits for said facilities. (AI 105, 107)

N 4.6 Establish acceptable standards for residential noise sources such as,
but not limited to, leaf blowers, mobile vendors, mobile stereos and
stationary noise sources such as home appliances, air conditioners,
and swimming pool equipment. (AI 105)

N 4.7 Evaluate noise producers for the possibility of pure-tone producing
noises. Mitigate any pure tones that may be emitted from a noise
source. (AI 106, 107)

N 4.8 Require that the parking structures, terminals, and loading docks of
commercial or industrial land uses be designed to minimize the
potential noise impacts of vehicles on the site as well as on adjacent
land uses. (AI 106, 107)

Wind Energy Conversion Systems (WECS)

Wind energy is a unique resource found only in a portion of Riverside County.
Wind Energy Conversion Systems (WECS) are used to harness the energy found
in strong gusts of wind. In order to fully capitalize on this special commodity, a
large number of wind turbines have been placed in a portion of the Coachella
Valley and San Gorgonio Pass within Riverside County. There are some
residential areas spread throughout the County that may also capitalize on wind-
generated power. Though there is minimal residential development in the
immediate areas where these windmills are located, the potential for noise and
ground-borne vibration in neighboring developed areas may occur. The Wind
Implementation Monitoring Program, designed and implemented by Riverside
County, guides the policy direction for this area. 




