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Non-habitable areas within a home
include:
• kitchens
• bathrooms
• hallways
• garages
• closets
• utility rooms
• laundry rooms

N 12.4 Require that all construction equipment utilizes noise reduction
features (e.g. mufflers and engine shrouds) that are no less effective
than those originally installed by the manufacturer. (AI 105, 108) 

Building and Design Techniques

Policies:

N 13.1 Enforce the California Building Standards that sets standards for
building construction to mitigate interior noise levels to the tolerable
45 CNEL limit. These standards are utilized in conjunction with the
Uniform Building Code by the County’s Building Department to
ensure that noise protection is provided to the public. Some design
features may include extra-dense insulation, double-paned windows,
and dense construction materials.

N 13.2 Continue to develop effective strategies and mitigation measures for
the abatement of noise hazards reflecting effective site design
approaches and state-of-the-art building technologies. (AI 108) 

N 13.3 Incorporate acoustic site planning into the design of new
development, particularly large scale, mixed-use, or master-planned
development, through measures which may include: 
• separation of noise-sensitive buildings from noise-generating

sources; 
• use of natural topography and intervening structure to shield

noise-sensitive land uses; and 
• adequate sound proofing within the receiving structure. (AI 106)

N 13.4 Consider and, when necessary to lower noise to acceptable limits,
require noise barriers and landscaped berms. (AI 108)

N 13.5 Consider the issue of adjacent residential land uses when designing
and configuring all new, non-residential development. Design and
configure on-site ingress and egress points that divert traffic away
from nearby noise-sensitive land uses to the greatest degree
practicable. (AI 106, 107)

N 13.6 Prevent the transmission of excessive and unacceptable noise levels
between individual tenants and businesses in commercial structures
and between individual dwelling units in multi-family residential
structures. (AI 105, 108)

N 13.7 Assist the efforts of local homeowners living in high noise areas to
noise attenuate their homes through funding assistance and
retrofitting program development, as feasible. (AI 105, 108)

N 13.8 Review all development applications for consistency with the
standards and policies of the Noise Element of the General Plan.

N 13.9 Mitigate 600 square feet of exterior space to 65 dB CNEL when new
development is proposed on residential parcels of 1 acre or greater.




