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GENERAL PLAN CERTAINTY SYSTEM

The Riverside County General Plan Certainty System provides clarity regarding
the interpretation and use of the General Plan in ongoing decision making and
sustains the General Plan's policy direction over time. Circumstances will
change, imperfections in the General Plan will be discovered, and events will
occur that require changes in the General Plan.  Despite these probabilities, the
intent is to maintain a high level of confidence in the General Plan and enable
people affected by it to have reasonable expectation regarding how it will impact
them.  Its interpretation, application and amendment are very important matters,
not to be taken lightly.  Therefore, the Certainty System consists of four parts:

1. Presentation.  To the maximum extent possible, provisions of the General
Plan are clearly mapped.  Further, the language of the General Plan seeks to
be clear, simple and deliberate, with intent indicated for each provision of
the General Plan (see Interpreting the General Plan’s Intent section, above).

2. Interpretation.  Guidelines for interpreting the intent of the General Plan
where conflict arises are provided for resolution of the issue, including a
defined process for making the interpretations and determining their
potential for future changes in the General Plan (see Interpreting the General
Plan’s Intent section, above).

3. Monitoring.  A responsive, highly automated system for monitoring
implementation of the General Plan, including documentation of
development and land preservation activities, is established and maintained. 
Reference to this monitoring information is an essential ingredient in the
consideration of any change in the General Plan, especially regarding land
use designations.  The information in this system is maintained in such a
way that basic development activity can be summarized at any time,
including status as part of an annual report on General Plan progress (see
Monitoring of Development and Conservation section, above).

4. Amendment.  It is clear that the timing, rationale, and process for amending
the General Plan are critical ingredients in maintaining the long term
viability of the General Plan.  That is why carefully crafted descriptions of
this aspect of the Certainty System are included in the General Plan. 

Objectives

The General Plan Certainty System seeks to satisfy the following objectives. 

1. Maintain the integrity and confidence level in the new Riverside County
General Plan.

2. "Stay the Course" regarding its direction long enough to be able to
determine its workability.

3. Define categories of amendment activity so they are universally understood.
4. Establish a set of rules and procedures for amending the General Plan that

are fair, firm and equitable.
5. Empower any property owner to seek an amendment according to

established procedure.




