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In addition to serving as the primary drainage channel for stormwater runoff
from the Highgrove study area to the Santa Ana River, the Springbrook Wash
also provides wildlife habitat and opportunities for wildlife movement.
Riversidean Sage Scrub vegetation, as well as riparian vegetative communities,
have been identified as likely to occur along the banks of the Springbrook Wash.
Riversidean Sage Scrub vegetation also has been indicated on lands designated
as Rural Mountainous in this Plan. Hilly or steeply sloping lands in Riverside
County and other southern California counties are prime areas for the occurrence
of coastal sage scrub vegetation. Certain protected wildlife species, including the
coastal California Gnatcatcher, can inhabit coastal sage scrub vegetation.

The Area Plan includes policy language to ensure that future development
applications would implement appropriate mitigation measures for wildlife
habitat reduction that they cause. Also, plan policies prevent any undue
alteration of the Springbrook Wash during the site preparation process.
Furthermore, easements acquired during the development review process to
implement regional multi-purpose trails, as depicted in the Trails and Bikeways
Plan, will provide Highgrove residents future access to these natural features in
as unspoiled condition as is practicable.

Community Plan Goals

Based on the above community concerns and issues, the following goals apply to
the Highgrove community:

a. To encourage a varied future pattern of development that will promote
greater economic self-sufficiency in Highgrove.

b. To identify existing and future residential areas with land use and zoning
designations that will discourage incompatible development, encourage
reinvestment in homes and businesses, and support property values.

c. To enhance the Highgrove community's ability to respond to changing
future development conditions through flexible planning policies within the
Special Planning Area identified in Highgrove.

d. To recommend future infrastructure improvements necessary to provide for
adequate public facilities and services for the Highgrove Community Policy
Area.

e. To help sustain Highgrove's rural character as the community develops in
the future.

f.  To safeguard the Box Springs Mountains and the Springbrook Wash from
development impacts that would diminish their value as fish and wildlife
habitat or as natural areas for public enjoyment.

Special Planning Area (SPA)

Special Planning Area (SPA) is an overlay designation applied to the eastern half
of the Highgrove Community Policy Area. These lands stretch from Mount
Vernon Avenue westward to the Gage Canal, and roughly from Mount Vernon
Avenue eastward to the Box Springs Mountains. The vast majority of property
owners within the Highgrove Agricultural Preserve # 1 have satisfied their
contract terms to release their holdings from preserve status. Implicitly, these
land owners have sought a different General Plan designation to be able to
develop their property in urban uses. Given that the Hunter Park industrial area
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