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Unincorporated land is all land within
the County that is not within an
incorporated city or an Indian Nation.
Generally, it is subject to policy
direction and under the land use
authority of the Board of Supervisors.
However, it may also contain state
and federal properties that lie outside
of the Board’s authority. 

coordination is a critical component of this Plan. A key location factor is how
this area relates to other planning areas within the vastness of Riverside County.
The relationships between cities and County territory can be seen on Figure 1,
Location. 

The Mead Valley Area is in a pivotal position along Interstate 215 and includes
key connections to Interstate 15 to the west. Consequently, it plays an important
role in the vast central portion of western Riverside County. The Mead Valley
Area Plan seeks to capture and capitalize upon, not only the special qualities of
the land, but its strategic location as well. 

A Special Note on Implementing the Vision

The preface to this area plan is a summary version of the Riverside County
Vision. That summary is, in turn, simply an overview of a much more extensive
and detailed Vision of Riverside County two decades or more into the future.
This area plan, as part of the Riverside County General Plan, is one of the major
devices for making the Vision a reality.

No two area plans are the same. Each represents a unique portion of the
incredibly diverse place known as Riverside County. While many share certain
common features, each of the plans reflect the special characteristics that define
its area’s unique identity. These features include not only physical qualities, but
also the particular boundaries used to define them, the stage of development they
have reached, the dynamics of change expected to affect them, and the numerous
decisions that shape development and conservation in each locale. That is why
the Vision cannot and should not be reflected uniformly.

Policies at the General Plan and Area Plan levels implement the Riverside
County Vision in a range of subject areas as diverse as the scope of the Vision
itself. The land use pattern contained in this area plan is a further expression of
the Vision as it is shaped to fit the terrain and conditions in Mead Valley.

To illustrate how the Vision has shaped the Mead Valley planning area, the
following highlights reflect certain strategies that link the Vision to the land.
This is not a comprehensive enumeration; rather, it emphasizes a few of the most
powerful and physically tangible examples.

Community Centers. This method of concentrating development to achieve
community focal points, stimulate a mix of activities, promote economic
development, achieve more efficient use of land, create a transit friendly and
walkable environment, and offer a broader mix of housing choices is a major
device for implementing the Vision. A significant Community Center
designation is located where Cajalco Road joins the Interstate 215 Freeway. An
Employment Center is envisioned at this location to capitalize on the nearby
March Inland Port, surrounding industrial and business park uses, and the
convergence of the rail line and the Cajalco corridor.

Business Expansion Center. A major thrust of the Riverside County General
Plan is to attract new businesses that can provide jobs for the extensive local
labor force that now, in significant numbers, must commute to Orange and Los
Angeles Counties. A substantial industrial strip covers almost the entire eastern
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edge of Mead Valley, which provides outstanding rail and freeway access. This
not only leverages the Employment Center immediately adjacent to it, but
focuses more intensive activities where multiple transportation modes converge.

Rural character. The land use patterns reflect a strong commitment to the
continuation of the cherished rural/semi-rural lifestyle in this part of the County.
This contributes as well to the desire for distinct shifts in development character
as a means of defining community separators or edges.

It is important to note that the data in this area plan is current as of June 19,
2001. Any General Plan Amendments approved subsequent to that date are not
reflected in this area plan and must be supported by their own environmental
documentation. A process for incorporating any applicable portion of these
amendments into this area plan is part of the General Plan Implementation
Program. 




