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Vision Summary

The County of Riverside General Plan and Area Plans have been shaped by the RCIP Vision.  Following is a
summary of the Vision Statement that includes many of the salient points brought forth by the residents of
the Palo Verde Area Plan as well as the rest of the County of Riverside.  The RCIP Vision reflects the

County of Riverside in the year 2020.  So, “fast forward” yourself to 2020 and here is what it will be like.

“Riverside County is a family of special communities in a remarkable environmental setting.”

It is now the year 2020.  This year (incidentally, also a
common reference to clear vision), is an appropriate
time to check our community vision. Twenty years have
passed since we took an entirely new look at how the
County of Riverside was evolving.  Based on what we
saw, we set bold new directions for the future.  As we
now look around and move through the County, the
results are notable. They could happen only in response
to universal values strongly held by the people.  Some
of those values are:

• Real dedication to a sense of community;
• Appreciation for the diversity of our people and

places within this expansive landscape;
• Belief in the value of participation by our people in

shaping their communities;
• Confidence in the future and faith that our long

term commitments will pay off;
• Willingness to innovate and learn from our

experience;
• Dedication to the preservation of the environmental

features that frame our communities;
• Respect for our differences and willingness to work

toward their resolution;
• Commitment to quality development in partnership

with those who help build our communities; 
• The value of collaboration by our elected officials

in conducting public business.

Those values and the plans they inspired have brought
us a long way.  True, much remains to be done.  But our
energies and resources are being invested in a unified
direction, based on the common ground we have
affirmed many times during the last 20 years.  Perhaps
our achievements will help you understand why we
believe we are on the right path. 

Population Growth
The almost doubling of our population in only 20 years
has been a challenge, but we have met it by focusing
that growth in areas that are well served by public
facilities and services or where they can readily be
provided. Major transportation corridors serve our

communities and nearby open space preserves help
define them.  Our growth focus is on quality, not
quantity.  That allows the numbers to work for us and
not against us.  We enjoy an unprecedented clarity
regarding what areas must not be developed and which
ones should be developed.  The resulting pattern of
growth concentrates development in key areas rather
than spreading it uniformly throughout the County.
Land is used more efficiently, communities operate at
more of a human scale, and transit systems to
supplement the automobile are more feasible. In fact,
the customized “Oasis” transit system now operates
quite successfully in several cities and communities.

Our Communities and
Neighborhoods
Our choices in the kind of community and
neighborhood we prefer is almost unlimited here.  From
sophisticated urban villages to quality suburban
neighborhoods to spacious rural enclaves, we have them
all.  If you are like most of us, you appreciate the
quality schools and their programs that are the
centerpiece of many of our neighborhoods.  Not only
have our older communities matured gracefully, but we
boast several new communities as well.  They prove
that quality of life comes in many different forms.

Housing
We challenge you to seek a form of housing or a range
in price that does not exist here.  Our housing choices,
from rural retreat to suburban neighborhood to
exclusive custom estate are as broad as the demand for
housing requires.  Choices include entry level housing
for first time buyers, apartments serving those not now
in the buying market, seniors’ housing, and world class
golf communities. You will also find “smart” housing
with the latest in built-in technology as well as
refurbished historic units.  The County of Riverside
continues to draw people who are looking for a blend of
quality and value.
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Transportation
It is no secret that the distances in this vast County can
be a bit daunting. Yet, our transportation system has
kept pace amazingly well with the growth in population,
employment and tourism and their demands for
mobility.  We are perhaps proudest of the new and
expanded transportation corridors that connect growth
centers throughout the County.  They do more than
provide a way for people and goods to get where they
need to be.  Several major corridors have built-in
expansion capability to accommodate varied forms of
transit.  These same corridors are designed with a high
regard for the environment in mind, including providing
for critical wildlife crossings so that our open spaces
can sustain their habitat value.

Conservation and Open Space
Resources
The often-impassioned conflicts regarding what lands to
permanently preserve as open space are virtually
resolved.  The effort to consider our environmental
resources, recreation needs, habitat systems, and visual
heritage as one comprehensive, multi-purpose open
space system has resulted in an unprecedented
commitment to their preservation.  In addition, these
spaces help to form distinctive edges to many of our
communities or clusters of communities.  What is
equally satisfying is that they were acquired in a variety
of creative and equitable ways.

Air Quality
It may be hard to believe, but our air quality has
actually improved slightly despite the phenomenal
growth that has occurred in the region.  Most of that
growth, of course, has been in adjacent counties and we
continue to import their pollutants.  We are on the verge
of a breakthrough in technical advances to reduce smog
from cars and trucks.  Not only that, but our expanded
supply of jobs reduces the need for people here to
commute as far as in the past.

Jobs and Economy
In proportion to population, our job growth is
spectacular.  Not only is our supply of jobs beyond any
previously projected level, it has become quite
diversified.  Clusters of new industries have brought
with them an array of jobs that attract skilled labor and
executives alike. We are particularly enthusiastic about
the linkages between our diversified business
community and our educational system. Extensive
vocational training programs, coordinated with
businesses, are a constant source of opportunities for

youth and those in our labor force who seek further
improvement.

Agricultural Lands
Long a major foundation of our economy and our
culture, agriculture remains a thriving part of the
County of Riverside.  While we have lost some
agriculture to other forms of development, other lands
have been brought into agricultural production.  We are
still a major agricultural force in California and
compete successfully in the global agricultural market.

Educational System
Quality education, from pre-school through graduate
programs, marks the County of Riverside as a place
where educational priorities are firmly established.  A
myriad of partnerships involving private enterprise and
cooperative programs between local governments and
school districts are in place, making the educational
system an integral part of our communities.

Plan Integration 
The coordinated planning for multi-purpose open space
systems, community based land use patterns, and a
diversified transportation system has paid off
handsomely.  Integration of these major components of
community building has resulted in a degree of certainty
and clarity of direction not commonly achieved in the
face of such dynamic change.

Financial Realities
From the very beginning, our vision included the
practical consideration of how we would pay for the
qualities our expectations demanded.  Creative, yet
practical financing programs provide the necessary
leverage to achieve a high percentage of our aspirations
expressed in the updated RCIP.

Intergovernmental Cooperation
As a result of the necessary coordination between the
County, the cities and other governmental agencies
brought about through the RCIP, a high degree of
intergovernmental cooperation and even partnership is
now commonplace.  This way of doing public business
has become a tradition and the County of Riverside is
renowned for its many model intergovernmental
programs.




