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OUR VIEW

A habitat plan
for people, too

n the end, Riverside County supervisors had only »L"
todotthei’sandcrossthet’stofinishwritingthem- -

selves into the history books. They did that Tues-
day with their expected, unanimous vote to ap-

prove a sweeping habitat
conservation plan.

Mary Nichols, secretary
of the state Resources
Agency,cametowatchandat-
test that this commitment to
preservation puts Riverside
County in the forefront of Cal-
ifornia counties, and even
among counties nationwide.

The county’s habitat
planaimstoamass preserves
totalling more than 150,000
acres. That’s 234 square
miles — an area half the size
of the City of Los Angeles.
Millions of dollars are al-
ready invested in this
process. Millions more in lo-
cal, state and federal funds
will be needed.

But what makesthis plan
a national model is that it’s
not just about planning for
endangered species. It’s the

. lead element of grand, com-

prehensive plans for roads
and new communities. Con-
sidered together — and
that’s the proper perspective
— this is about planning for
people: for those who live
here now, for those yet to
come, and for alasting quali-
ty of life that leaves some
undeveloped vistas for peo-
ple, flora and fauna alike.

If all of this makes this
planaleap of faith,itisaleap
that works because so many

Tom Mulien John Tavaglione Mary Nichols

havemadeittogether. Praise
was shared among many
Tuesday: Former supervisor

Tom Mullen, the architect of -

this approach; current chair
John Tavaglione and therest

- oftheboard, and county staff..
The less-noticed heroes

are the 120-odd “stakehold-

ers” — builders, property

owners, farmers, environ- ¢
mentalists, community lead- -

ers — who have dedicated

countless hours, weekly and
for years, to debating, plan-
ning and compromising to-
ward success. Onebigreason
this plan stands to succeed is

thatthe state and federal offi- |

cials who must approve it
have been given a role in
shaping it from the first. An-
otheris that the plan is writ-
ten to be adaptable. But a
largerreasonisthis: Thecre-
ation of this plan has been a
remarkable, sustained work
of grassroots political activ-
ism. Participants have spent
so long working together
that they’ve grown areal ap-

preciation for other views -

and common goals.

There will be a lot of
bumps, and probably big
ones, along the way. What

gives this plan a real hope of -
long-term success is the liv- -

ing activist traditionthathas
been created along with it. -




